


glimpse from the inside and is shared 
to give you support in your daily 
struggles. 


Being Strong 
by Lisa Strawn 





SS. - 


Stiletto Readers, 
I am transgender and currently 
incarcerated at C.M.F Vacaville. The 
prison is suppose to be so called 
transgender friendly. There are around 
20 or so transgenders here. 


For some reason the transgenders here 
are divided. Over the years there have 
been groups for us concerning the 
transgender issues. 


One of the sponsors left to work at 
another prison. And since then the 
group is no longer meeting. We have 
another sponsor that was helping with 
the group. But for now it doesn't look 
good for us. 


So we have nowhere to go when issues 
come up in the prison. But I have 
always been taught to stand out and be 
different. Even in here that can be a 
difficult task. 


I am trying to revive the group with one 
of the sponsors. -we - had... The 
transgenders are looking forward to 
meeting again. Maybe it will bring all of 
us together as one. So I say to all of you 
out there. Be strong and stay grounded 
and anything you want can be achieved 
if you try. 


Sincerely, 
Lisa Strawn 





Transgender 


Friendly 
Criteria Institutional Facilities 


Housing 


By Rodney Quine 


These new standards/policies 
implemented are due _ to the 
discrimination/harassment/harmful 
abuses throughout the CDC to 
"LGBTQ" inmates. However, the 
Torture continues with no real scrutiny 
and many forms of subterfuge practices 
within these facilities. . . 


I'm a 54 year old, pre-op male-to-female 
transgender. Incarcerated for 34 years 
now. I'm as productive as possible to 
better our environment. In 2008, at the 
R.J.D. prison, I was recommended for 
hormone therapy. In 1978, I took 
hormones for a short period "black 
market issues". I had previously 
attempted suicide because I had tried all 
possible adjustments since childhood to 
live with my current male gender that I 
felt was nothing more than a mistake. 
So I have lived within the prison system 
and before as a man even though I have 
my whole life identified as a woman. In 
2008, I obtained hormone treatment and 
attempted to get sex re-assignment 
surgery. As a form of disrespect and/or 
harassment I'm addressed as Mr., him or 
sir with no feminine pronouns such as 
Ms. her or transgender and the 
description and tone is used as a 
weapon. The administrative appeal 
process always has negative results. No 
matter what relief you may seek I have 
needlessly encountered problems and 
face discriminatory practices of 
harassment that come in many forms 
transfers to a more troublesome 
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environment, with less privileges, no 
grass, or guitars, but even the shukick- 
out prison "Delano" that houses 
disciplinary inmates have all these 
privileges. I'm disciplinary free. I have 
my eye lids permanently tattooed blue 
and my eye brows and lashes tattooed 
black, as a advocate we were provided 
sports bras, not bras, in order to smash 
our breast down to take our identity and 
to manipulate acts of Dominance or 
retaliation due to 
homophobic/transphobic beliefs of 
inflictions under inhumane conditions, 
clearly unconstitutional with no secure 
environment for G.I.D. or "LGBTQ" 
inmates, for a non-hostile housing 
comprehensive adequate standard for 
equal treatment under the governments 
obligation under the united nations 
treaty as human rights are rights 
inherent to all human beings. Under the 
california correctional health care 
services policies CDCR employees need 
to undergo sensitivity training. I'm not 
allowed no real life experiences i.e. 
allowed to full-time living as a gender 
woman and patient on hormones 
therapy. I absolutely want the real life 
experience I struggle for and certainly 
now that I'm past puberty I no doubt at 
my own expense should be allowed 
‘feminine clothing and items just as 
women prisoners are allowed to order 
and have. Due to my development I 
have big hips and buttocks with big 
breast and long hair. To which, my 
presence creates within the population 
confusion and mixed emotions from the 
males that go from romantic thoughts to 
disgust and explosive turmoil reactions. 
I am subjected to constant verbal abuses 
from staff and inmates for amusement 
purposes. Music and grass is a universal 
source of life for religious purposes and 
basic human fulfillments for officials to 
deny these human basic needs is cruel 
and unusual and is not based on no 
rational financial reasonings other than 
pure hatred. As LGBTQ inmates that 
don't get into trouble we should be 
treated at least as good as other inmates. 
Besides your issue of laundry when you 
arrive, you wait 6 months or longer for 
laundry exchange. I have painful bone 
spurs and have been waiting for medical 
shoes for at least 8 months. We are only 
allowed 6 T.V. stations, other facilities 


ose “ 


and prisons are allowed numerous T.V. 
stations. These are negative results for 
filing 60 appeals. 
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Dear TGL 


My name is Jammie Yevette Blake, I 
am incarcerated at CSP-LAC in 
Lancaster, California. I am a 
TransGender women in prison doing a 
50 year term. 


I received the December issue of TGI 
Justice and I was touched by Ms. Grace 
Lawrence's story. I felt that it was very 
helpful 2 our TransGender Sisters all 
over the United States. We as 
TransGender Ladies are looked down 
upon especially being incarcerated. The 
Correctional Officers treat 
TransGenders in-human and no matter 
what the issue may be the TransGender 
is always in the wrong according to the 
Administration. à 


My story started on April 8, 2012 when 
a Correctional Officer assaulted me just 
based on my femminett appearance. 
The Correctional Officer kneed me in 
my thigh really hard and called me a 
"faggott". Since then I been on Motrin, 
Tylenol and Muscle Cream Rubs. I 
filed a grievance at this prison on the 
Officer and it was denied even though I 
had 3 witnesses who seen the Officer 
assault me. 


After I went through the grievance 
process at the institution I filed a 1983 
Civil Suit and got a response back from 
the court-- they said I have a 8th 
Amendment claim and gave me a case 
#, I plan 2 take this action all the way 2 
the END, as a TransGender Woman I 
have legal rights to be protected from 
cruel punishment. 


I have been in prison for 10 yrs. I've 
seen so many TransGenders get 
assaulted by Correctional Officers and 
not take action by filing grievance and 
take it to the courts for help. The 
officers assault us for being who we are- 
-we are humans first and no one's 
personal beliefs should give them the 
rights to hurt anyone verbally or 


physically. My feminine appearance is 
who I am and my personality is bubbly. 
If a person does not like me for who I 
am that's perfectly fine with me, just 
keep your hands and hurtful comments 
to your self. 


My reason for sharing this story is to 
inspire other TransGenders who are in 
prison to take the proper action if they 
are being abused by prison staff--Y ou 
are not alone sisters--I feel your pain-- 
I've been there and I know the feeling. 
We as TransGenders have to fight 
legally for our rights. We as mature 
women have to pave the way for our 
young transgender sisters, and our up 
commin young generations. I love all 
my TransGender sisters and my heart 
hurts when I see them getting beat up or 
hit on. My soul cries for them because 
I'm defenseless and can't do nothing 
about it. But what I've learned is our 
society has given us a legal system and 
through our legal system is a way to get 
justice done. 


I am not gonna be happy if I receive a 
dollar amount for my pain & suffering. 
Truthfully I don't care for the money, it 
means nothing 2 me. What means 
something to me is a judge hearing me 
out and me exposing this Officer for his 
CRUEL act he inflicted on me. It will 
give me some peace of mind that I was 
heard and justice was done, and if I do 
get money as a reward for this I"m 
gonna find an organization such as the 
wonderful "TGI" to donate it to. 


Keep up the good work TGI--we need 
more of you. 


Sincerely, 

Jammie Y. Blake 

P.S. I will keep TGI posted on the steps 
of my civil suit. I love u all. 
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TGI Justice Project 


Hi my name is Jenna I'm a Transgender 
woman incarcerated in an all male 
prison here in California. I have been in 
prison 10 years now. I am always 
trying to reach out to any and all 
support groups and programs of LGBT 
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people. I recently received your 
"Stiletto" news letter, I enjoyed it and 
related to it thoroughly. I wanted to 
thank you for sending it to me and for 
all the good you do for people like us. 
It's a beautiful feeling to know that I'm 
not alone and there are people like me 
who can relate to my life and struggle. 
I've been here awhile and have 
experienced so many terrible things I've 
been raped stabbed in the chest and 
head and cut on my face and hands by 
guys who are hateful and dislike our 
kind or are pressured to do these acts by 
their friends. It's been a long hard road 
in here 4 me and often I feel like it will 
never end and I begin to lose hope but I 
try to reach out to all the support I can 
get even if it's just a newsletter or a 
pamphlet of information. Something to 
read some form of news or update for 
information directly related to or 
affecting people like us I would like to 
know if at all possible can you send me 
the 

1) updated resources and self advocacy 
tools for people inside and also: 

2) the (W.P.A.T.H.) World Professional 
Association for Transgender Health 7th 
version 


It is my hope that I can be updated on 
the Standards of Care that us 
transgender inmates are to receive. 
Thank you for your time and support. 


Sincerely In Solidarity, 


Jenna Clawson 





